8. Regional D istrict Taxes

Sun Peaks is part of Electoral Area P of the Thompson-Nicola Regional District (TNRD).

Area P has its one director on the TNRD board, elected every three years by the voters of
Area P.

As a municipality, Sun Peaks would still be part of the TNRD system. It would have its
own seat on the TNRD board instead of sharing one with the rest of Area P. The Sun
Peaks director would be a member of the municipal council, chosen by the council itself.
There would still be a director for the remainder of Area P, so creating a Sun Peaks
municipality would mean adding an additional member to the TNRD board.

Sun Peaks would still be a member of the TNRD, but it would rely on the
TNRD for fewer services than under the current system. There would be
a separate TNRD director just for Sun Peaks.

The TNRD provides numerous services at Sun Peaks. For purposes here, they are broken
into two main types:
¥Wide-area serviceshat would not be affected by creating a municipality at Sun
Peaks, as the community would continue to participate in them, and pay TNRD taxes
for them, on the same basis as now. The only difference is that under municipal
status, the 5.25% provincial tax collection fee would no longer apply. This is because
the municipality becomes the tax collector and the costs of this are part of the general
administration budget rather than a separate charge.
¥Local servicesit Sun Peaks that would become a municipal responsibility. Sun Peaks
would no longer be part of these TNRD functions and would not pay TNRD taxes for
them. Instead, they shift to the municipal budget and become part of the general
municipal tax system. The municipality would set the budget priority and service
levels for them.

The TNRD tax rate would fall as functions shift from the TNRD system to the municipal
system. The rate for wide-area services would fall slightly because the 5.25% provincial
tax collection fee would no longer apply; the rates for local services would fall to zero as
these functions shift from the TNRD budget to the municipal budget. In the rates below,
the community planning components have been split into a region-wide portion and a
local-area portion, though they are combined in the 2009 tax bill. Sun Peaks would
continue to pay into the region-wide planning function but not the local-area function.

Figure 28: Tax Rates for TNRD functions (2009 levels)

Current  Municipal
system system
Wide-area functions* $1.5680  $1.4897
Local-area functions $0.4513  $0.0000

Total TNRD tax rate $2.0193 $1.4897

* Includes mosquito control and cemetery taxes
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The following table shows the details of the changes in TNRD tax requisitions based on
2009 budgets and services. Note that several of the smaller local service taxes, like the
Area P economic development function, are assumed to become a municipal
responsibility and so the municipality could choose to withdraw from these functions, but
this needs to be confirmed by the Province if the matter proceeds further.

Figure 29: TNRD Services and Functions at Sun Peaks (2009 levels)
Current status~ Municipal status~
2009 Avge  Total paid 2009 Taxes Total paid
Tax resid. at Sun Tax onavge at Sun
rate~ tax~ Peaks~ rate home Peaks
Functions that would remain as TNRD taxes:
Regional library $0.3040 $122 $199,349| $0.2888 F  $116 $189,405
General government services $0.0504 $20 $33,050| $0.0479 F  $19  $31,401
Regional planning* $0.0580 $23 $38,034 | $0.0551 F  $22  $36,137
Film commission $0.0094 $4 $6,164 | $0.0089 F $4 $5,857
Fraser Basin $0.0015 $1 $984 | $0.0014 F $1 $935
Search and rescue $0.0054 $2 $3,541 | $0.0051 F $2 $3,364
Regional parks $0.0009 $0 $590| $0.0009 F $0 $561
E-911 service $0.0497 $20 $32,591 | $0.0472 F $19  $30,965
Solid waste management $1.0567 $423  $692,934| $1.0040 F  $402 $658,370
Crime Stoppers $0.0026 $1 $1,705 | $0.0025 F $1 $1,620
Emergency preparedness $0.0194 $8 $12,722| $0.0184 F $7  $12,087
Mosquito control (south area)* $0.0088 $4 $5,771 | $0.0084 F $3 $5,483
Chase-Westwold cemetery”? $0.0012 $0 $787| $0.0011 F $0 $748
Total, unaffected services $1.5680 ¥ $627 $1,028,222| $1.4897 F  $596 $976,933
Functions that shift to the municipal budget:
Noxious weeds $0.0361 $14 $23,673| $0.0000
Local planning and zoning* $0.0870 $35 $57,051| $0.0000 $0 -- Costs of
Building standards $0.0945 $38 $61,969 | $0.0000 these functions
Electoral area administration $0.1455 $58 $95,412| $0.0000 become part of
Rec'n grant in aid -- Area P $0.0057 $2 $3,738 | $0.0000 the municipality's
Economic development - Area P | $0.0345 $14 $22,623 | $0.0000 tax, instead of
Criticial intersection street lights $0.0000 $0 $0| $0.0000 the TNRD's tax
Alternative waste collection $0.0480 $19 $31,476| $0.0000
Total, affected services [$0.4513"§181 " $295,642150.0000 $0 $0
Total taxes for TNRD services $2.0193 $808 $1,324,164 | $1.4897 $596 $976,933

~ Current status taxes include provincial 5.25% tax collection fee (it doesn't apply in a municipality)
" Tax per $1000; rate includes 5.25% provincial tax collection fee under current status

* Regional and local planning are combined in the TNRD budget but are separated here

A These 2 functions are shown as separate TNRD taxes on the 2009 tax notices

Note: Some rounding may occur
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